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The acccount of the prosecution carried on against him on the 
charge of conducting compulsory confession (in 1852), and the 
overwhelming interest felt and vociferously voiced by the hoi 
polloi, give us a picture of real vividness and suggestiveness. 
How impossible such scenes would be in indifferent religious 
America! We cannot pass by without commending to all 
who are prone to put the importance of ritual above that of 
canonical discipline, the account of his submission to his bishop 
on the question of the ceremonial use of incense (pp. 175-181). 
He was a typical example of the level-headed extremist. Would 
there were more of them in this controversial world! 

We regret that such a man should have been "written up" by 
one whose bias is so evident on every page. The frequent rep- 
etition of such expressions as "the Sacrament of Penance in the 
English Church has become a regular part of the work in so many 
parishes" (p. 16); "the great Sacrifice was continually pleaded 
during the early hours of the day" (p. 196); "So vital a doc- 
trine as the Sacrament of Penance' ' (p. 1 16) — the frequent usage 
of such terms show the reader unmistakably the ultra-partisanship 
of the author. We conclude as we began. The book is worth 
reading for two classes of people : Those who specialize upon 
the development of theological thought, and those particularly 
interested in the Oxford Movement. 

Arthur R. Gray. 



DOCUMENTS OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES 

It is perhaps one of the failings of our Southern culture that 
in contrast with our appreciation of the spoken word we are 
apt to neglect the written words of the past. How much this 
failing has hurt the history of the South it is hard even to sur- 
mise. We therefore welcome such signs as appear in the pub- 
lication of State archives, which is now being carried on in 
more than one of our Southern States. In the last number of 
The Sewanee Review we congratulated the State of Missis- 
sippi on the results of Mr. Dunbar Rowland's excellent work. 
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Of even wider interest, however, are the two compilations to 
which we now desire to invite attention. 

The first of these is a publication of the United States Gov- 
ernment, Senate Document No. 234, Fifty-Eighth Congress, 
second session, which contains, in seven large volumes, a com- 
plete reprint of the Congress of the Confederate States of Amer- 
ica, 1861-1865. The first volume gives the five sessions of the 
Provisional Congress, held in 1861 and 1862, and that of the 
Convention of February 28 -March 11, 1861, to frame a perma- 
nent Constitution of the Confederate States. In the second and 
third volumes are contained the proceedings of the Senate of 
the First Congress during the four sessions, the last of which was 
in 1864. The next two volumes cover the same journal during 
the two sessions of the Second Congress, in 1864 and 1865. The 
fifth, sixth and seventh volumes comprise the Journal of the 
Lower House for the same period. Each volume has an index 
and the last a general index to the whole work. 

Here one may discover in the light of contemporary docu- 
ments the work that the Confederate Congress accomplished, or 
failed to accomplish. Especially interesting, of course, are the 
recorded votes, the reports of Committees and the messages of 
the President. The work is well printed, and is without intro- 
duction or any explanatory notes. 

The second compilation, which is a private undertaking, is sec- 
ond in importance only to the one which we have just noticed. 
Ten years ago, Hon. James D. Richardson, a member of Con- 
gress from Tennessee, was authorized by Congress to prepare and 
edit "A Compilation of the Messages and Papers of the Pres- 
idents," which has proved of great value to the student of Unit- 
ed States history. The same gentleman now has edited a some- 
what similar work entitled "A Compilation of the Messages and 
Papers of the Confederacy including the Diplomatic Correspon- 
dence 1861-1865." This work is in two volumes, published 
by the United States Publishing Company of Nashville. The 
title is rather misleading, as only the official papers of President 
Davis are included. These make up the first volume, while the 
second contains the diplomatic correspondence. 

We regret that even the Presidential papers are not complete, 
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though the editor assures us that ''The only omission of any pass- 
age has been in the case when it contained simply a formal 
nomination without comment." The book is popularized by in- 
troducing biographies, sketches and photograhs of General Lee, 
the President, the Vice President and the three Secretaries of 
State. These seem hardly to belong to a work of this kind, 
nor is there any raison d'etre except that of commercial advan- 
tage for the "encyclopaedic articles" which in the index to vol- 
ume one "are intended to furnish the reader definitions of politico- 
historical words and phrases some of which occcur in the papers 
of the chief Magistrate or to develop more fully questions or 
subjects to which only indirect reference is made or which are 
but briefly discussed by him." It should be said, however, 
that these notes are less exclusive than in Mr. Richardson's for- 
mer compilations and have the merit of impartiality. 

Taken together these works bring into easy reach of all a very 
important part of the sources for the history of the Confederate 
Government. It is to be hoped that the States will provide for 
the collection and publication in full of all the materials in 
their archives which relate to this critical period. 

St. George L. Sioussat. 



CONTEMPORARY DRAMATIC CRITICISM AND ESSAYS 

Iconoclasts: A Book of Dramatists. By James Huneker. New York: 
Charles Scribner's Sons. 1905. 

Heretics. By Gilbert K. Chesterton. New York: John Lane Company. 
1905. 

Dramatists of To-day. By Edward Everett Hale, Jr. New York: Hen- 
ry Holt & Co. 1905. 

Perhaps it is no more than natural that a "movement" in poe- 
try or novel-writing or the drama should be followed by a corres- 
ponding "movement" in criticism — especially since criticism, 
the newer interpretative criticism, takes sympathy for its first can- 
on of method. Therefore one is not astonished to see that these 
last critics of the new drama are in their criticism themselves 



